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TURNER, Harry 
 

Private, 69069 
1st Battalion, The Queen’s  
(Royal West Surrey Regiment) 
Place of Birth: Haverhill 
Date of Death: 21st September 1918 
Killed in Action  
Memorial: Meath Cemetery, Villers-Guislain 
Theatre of War: France & Flanders 
Aged 18 years 
 

Harry Turner was born on the 9th October 1899, the second child of Harry and Alice 
Maud, nee Amey, and was baptised on the 12th November 1899 at The Old 
Independent Church, Hamlet Road, Haverhill. 
 
Harry’s parents were married at St Mary’s Church on the 18th October 1897.  At the 
time of their wedding, Harry senior was aged 21 years and a factory hand, living in 
Wratting Road.  His parents were Elijah and Mary Ann who both came from Little 
Wratting.  Alice was aged 18 years and living with her mother Julia and family at 13 
Waveney Terrace, Haverhill.  Her father, Charles, a watch maker, had died in 1886. 
 
In 1901 when Harry junior was just one year old, he was living with his parents and 
elder sister Alice in his maternal grandmother Julia Amey’s house, 13 Waveney 
Terrace, along with three of his aunts.  Eventually Harry and Alice managed to get 
their own home just a few doors away at 7 Waveney Terrace.  After young Harry had 
left school he found employment with Messrs. D Gurteen and Sons at Chauntry Mill 
in Haverhill. 
 
At the age of 18 Harry enlisted at Bury St Edmunds and joined the 1st Battalion, The 
Queen’s (Royal West Surrey Regiment) as Private 69069.  Then after only five 
months in France and just over two weeks before his nineteenth birthday Harry was 
reported missing. 
 
The Battalion was involved in the Battle of Cambrai and the logs for the 20th 
September 1918 tell us that they were to take part in an attack scheduled for the 
following day. The 20th itself was a relatively quiet rainy day with only slight shelling. 
The next two days were not so quiet and during the attack the battalion suffered 
heavy losses including Officers: 5 killed, 4 wounded; Other Ranks: 39 killed, 184 
wounded, 89 missing. They were eventually relieved by 2nd Battalion 
Worcestershires at 8.45pm on the 22nd June. 
 
The South West Suffolk Echo of 2nd November 1918 reported that:  
 

‘Mr. and Mrs. H. Turner of 12 Mount Road, Haverhill have received official 
information that their son, Pte. Harry Turner, of the Queen's, was killed in 
action on September 21st. Deceased, who was only eighteen years of 
age, was called to the Colours ten months ago, and had served only five 
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months in France. Previous to enlistment he was in the employ of Messrs 
D.Gurteen and Sons.’ 

 
His parents, then living at 12 Mount Road, received a letter from one of his chums:  

 
‘I am writing to you as promised to Harry, not knowing if you have heard 
the bad news from the military authorities, about him.  He is missing 
believed killed, on 21st September, after an engagement.  I last saw him 
early in the morning just before it was time for work.  Harry being my best 
chum I feel absolutely cut up, as we were always together in the Platoon.  
Everyone liked him and he is much missed.  I thank God that he 
answered my prayer and brought me out safe, but I wish Harry was with 
me now.  I cannot write much as it feels so heart breaking’ 

 
They also received a letter from his Lieutenant:  

 
It is with much regret that I have to inform you that your son was killed on 
21st September 1918.  He was at first reported missing.  He was found by 
men of another regiment and buried…. Your son was one of the best men 
in the Company and is greatly missed. 

 
Harry was buried in the Meath Cemetery, Villers-Guislain. Meath Cemetery is 
approximately 16 kilometres north-east of Peronne and 20 kilometres south-east of 
Cambrai. (Photo courtesy of CWGC) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Harry is also remembered on the Old Independent Church memorial. 
 
At the unveiling of the Haverhill War Memorial a wreath was laid inscribed:  

 
‘In loving memory of our dear son and brother Pte H Turner 

His loving father, mother, sister and brother.’ 
 



Haverhill Roll Of Honour (1914-1919) 

 Suffolk Family History Society – Haverhill Group 

 
Harry was awarded the Victory and British War Medals. 
  
 


